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The first church service in 
Kentucky was held under a big elm 
tree on May 28, 1775. One 
hundred people could sit in the 
shade of this tree. Earlier that 
week, the same tree was where 
the first legislative session held 
in Kentucky happened. That tree 
fell down in 1828 but a new elm 
was planted in the same place on 
September 2, 1927. You can read 
about these trees on a marker at 
Fort Boonesborough State Park.  

An Elm Tree was Kentucky’s First Church 

 Winter 2023 

On Arbor Day We Are Hosting POETREE Day  
at the Walking Trail & Arboretum 

The last Friday in April is Arbor Day in 
the United States. This year it will fall 
on April 28. Arbor Day started in 1872 
in Nebraska. When Julius Morton 
arrived, there were no trees on his 
land. He planted lots and lots of trees. 
He became the US Secretary of 
Agriculture for President Grover 
Cleveland. Morton said, “If I had the 
power, I would compel [make] every 
man in the State who had a home of his 
own to plant out and cultivate fruit 
trees.” 



When you measure the distance 
AROUND a tree, it is called the 
circumference. When you measure 
how tall a tree is, it is called the 
height. When you measure how thick 
the tree is by going in a straight line 
from one side to the other through 
the center, it is called the diameter. 

Did You Know That... 

Nannie Helen Burroughs, a famous 
Kentucky Christian 

. 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at KyFaithandPublicHistory@gmail.com  or call 859-987-5407 

The Paducah Church of Christ met under a tree until the church 
building was built in August 1906. A tulip poplar tree in Flippin, 
Kentucky, won the prize for the largest log at the Chicago Worlds Fair. 
When it was cut down in 1894, it was 11 feet in diameter and 35 feet in 
circumference. The wood from that tree was used to build a Baptist 
Church and a Methodist Church in Indian Creek Church, Kentucky. The 
first circuit court of Leitchfield, Kentucky met under a big oak tree. 
The largest sassafras tree in the world is in Daviess County. It is nearly 
300 years old. It is more than 100 feet tall and it has a circumference 
of 16 feet. 

Other Famous Trees in Kentucky 

The next book in the Famous Kentucky Christian 
Club Series will be about Nannie Helen Burroughs. 
She only lived in Kentucky for a few years but it 
was here that she began her career. She moved to 
Washington D.C. to start a school for African 
American girls. The students studied the Bible, 
history, math, English, and foreign languages. They 
also learned to do many practical things that would 

help them to be successful, influential adults. The title for this book is 
“Girls Rule”. It will be the tenth book in the series. All the books are 
available for sale on Amazon. Watch our Facebook Page for when “Girls 
Rule” is released. 

Visit the Kentucky Faith & Public History Education Project Walking Trail—Open and free 
during daylight hours at 616 Clintonville Rd, Paris, Kentucky 40361 


